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the applause and thanks-of the Nation." And Grant
telegraphed from City Point: "In honor of your great
victory I have ordered a salute to be fired with shotted
guns from every battery bearing upon the enemy.
The salute will be fired within an hour, amid great
rejoicing."

These and other similar dispatches Sherman communi-
cated to his army, together with the news of illuminations,
flag-raisings, bell-ringings, mass-meetings and other scenes
of rejoicing throughout the country. He also issued the
following congratulatory order:

" The officers and soldiers of the Armies of the Cumber-
land, Ohio and Tennessee, have already received the
thanks of the Nation through its President and Com-
mander-in-Chief; and it now only remains with him who
has been with you from the beginning, and who intends to
stay all the time, to thank the officers and the men for
their intelligence, fidelity and courage displayed in the
campaign of Atlanta.                              .          .

"On the first day of May our armies were lying in gar-
rison, seemingly quiet, from Knoxvilleto Huntsville, and our
enemy lay behind his rocky-faced barrier at Dalton, proud,
defiant, and exulting. He had had time since Christmas
to recover from his discorflfiture on the Mission Ridge,
with his ranks filled, and a new Commander-in-Chief,
second to none of the Confederacy in reputation for skill,
sagacity and extreme popularity.

"All at once our armies assumed life and action,;and
appeared before Dalton; threatening Rocky Face, we
threw ourselves upon Resaca, and the Rebel army only
escaped by the rapidity of its retreat, aided by the numerous
roads with which he was familiar, and which were strange
to us.that these sounds were just
